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urrendered at Sedan, and the broken exile of
Jhislehurst - the man whom Victor Hugo stig-
natised as Napoleon le petit, but who will never-
lieless, despite his weaknesses, be acclaimed by
posterity as one of the outstanding personalities
)f the nineteenth century.

No one of sound judgment would ascribe true
greatness* to Napoleon III. Yet some of its
.ngredients there must have been in the lonely
iespised adventurer who could sufficiently survive
ridicule, disarm mistrust, and override opposition
as to become and remain for a whole decade
the very hub of European politics. Posterity
will accord him a higher niche in the pantheon
of history than did his contemporaries, from
whom his final failure obscured his earlier
achievements.

Of the falsity of the gossip regarding his
paternity there can be no doubt. The name
bandied most frequently was that of the Dutch
Admiral Verhuell. But, at the crucial period,
Hortense hg^been at Cauterets with her husband
- while the admiral had then been elsewhere - so
scandal turned its tongue upon his brother, C. A.
Verhuell, an obese and indolent mediocrity who,
having been appointed Dutch Minister to Spain,
had passed through Cauterets on the way to his
post and had paused to pay his respects to his
sovereign. Some, even more malicious, whispered